IN THE GRENFELL TOWER INQUIRY

STATEMENT OF BEHAILU KEBEDE

1. My name is Behailu Kebede. I lived in Flat 16 on the fourth floor of Grenfell Tower. I
believe that the fire on 14" June 2017 started in my kitchen.

2. In this statement, I discuss various matters including my background, Grenfell Tower,

my flat, the night of the fire and my life since then.

Ethiopia

3, I was born on 2™ April 1973 in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia. My family are
Orthodox Christians.

4, My father was a lawyer. He passed away in 1997. My mother was a civil servant. She
is retired now and still lives in Addis Ababa. I was one of four siblings and the oldest

boy in the family.

5. We were a content middle class family who enjoyed a good quality of life and did not

want for anything. I received my high school diploma and aspired to become a pilot. I

have extremely fond memories of my childhood.
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Coming to the UK

7. I came to the UK in 1990.

I am now a British Citizen

10.  In 1991, both my younger brothers joined me in the UK. When they first arrived, we
all stayed together in a hostel. However, I then applied to Kensington and Chelsea
Council for accommodation. About 25 years ago, I was offered Flat 16 in Grenfell

Tower. I think this was in about 1992.

Living at Grenfell Tower

11. It is difficult to explain just how happy I was to move into Flat 16 in Grenfell Tower
with my younger brothers. I was so grateful that we were given accommodation. This
was our first real home in the UK. I have so many wonderful memories of the three of
us living there together. My brothers were still at school and I felt a sense of

responsibility to look after them.
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12.  Over the years, I came to love the peaceful and friendly community at Grenfell
Tower. Lots of Ethiopians and Eritreans lived in the building and I knew them all.
Many were close friends. It is customary in our culture to be hospitable and

welcoming. I was invited to many special occasions and events.

13. It was not just amongst the Ethiopians and Eritreans in the building that there were
such strong bonds. It was with everybody. The building was a cosmopolitan and
multicultural melting pot with people from all over the world. The Grenfell Tower
community was representative and symbolic of the local area around Ladbroke Grove
and Portobello Road. There were also lots of local shops and businesses. There were
tube stations nearby. We were on the path of the Notting Hill Carnival parade. There
was very little not to like about Grenfell Tower, as far as I was concerned. It was a

truly special place.
14.  1loved my flat too. I completely furnished it myself. It was spacious and beautifully
lit with sunlight coming in from the big windows all around the flat. Friends who

visited me used to say that my flat was lovely.

15.  In the early years, I had various part-time jobs, working in shops. In 1996, I obtained

my driving licence and started minicab driving.

16.

17.  After my brothers completed their higher education, the flat was becoming too small
for all three of us. There was still a close bond between us but we believed that it
would assist all of us if they got their own place. So my brothers moved out of

Grenfell Tower in the late 1990s.

18. I think it was in the summer of 2015 that a friend told me about an Ethiopian lady
called Elsa who had nowhere to stay. I had room and thought she could contribute to
the cost of the flat’s upkeep. Elsa moved into one of the bedrooms in my flat. She was

still living there at the time of the fire.
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19.  Tmet Almaz who is also Ethiopian about three months or so before the fire. I met her
through another friend. She had nowhere to stay. So I agreed that she could move into
the second bedroom in my flat. She also made a contribution to the cost of the flat’s

upkeep.

20.  After Almaz moved into the flat in early 2017, I initially slept in the living room on a

single mattress. About a week before the fire, I had bought a new double mattress.

21. I would estimate that I knew about half the residents of Grenfell Tower very well. 1
had so many friends in the building. I saw families move in with their young children
and watched how the children grew up into adults. Everyone at Grenfell Tower was

polite and courteous.

Refurbishment

22.  Before the refurbishment began at Grenfell Tower in 2012, the internal layout of the
building was different. My flat was originally on what was the first floor. However,
Kensington and Chelsea Council managed to build additional flats on the lower

floors. After the refurbishment, my flat was on the fourth floor.

23.  Before the refurbishment, I had no issues at all with my flat or the building. However,
after the refurbishment, no one I knew was happy. There were many complaints and
many problems. The residents were not consulted. All we were shown was a picture

of how things may look once the work was completed.

24, As part of the refurbishment process, new boilers were to be installed in all the flats.
However, instead of removing the old boilers in the kitchens and replacing them with
the new boilers at the same locations, it was decided that the new boilers should be
placed near the front doors of the flats. The reason for this, we were told, was that this
was the cheaper option. At least half of the residents complained. I was part of that
group. I refused to have a new boiler installed in the hallway of my flat. Also gas
pipes were installed in the communal corridors that were a potential risk to residents

as well as making the corridors very narrow.
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25.  There were other issues. Although I did not personally experience electrical problems,
I heard that many others in the building did. I heard that this was due to power surges.
I heard about electrical appliances being damaged including fridges, microwaves and
laptops. I heard that the Council paid compensation to lots of people in the building

affected by such electrical problems.

26.  The double glazed windows caused problems too as they had not been correctly fitted.
There were gaps in between the windows and frames. Air was entering my flat
through these gaps. I made a direct complaint to the builders regarding this. The
Council sent in contractors who, I believe, put sealant in the gaps. But this did not

fully solve the problem.

27. I remember meetings in the community hall next to Grenfell Tower where there were
only residents present and we decided what we would do to express our concetns. I
cannot recall when exactly these meetings were but the residents used to meet about
once a month. We initially complained to the Council and then later to our MP. There
was also a meeting at the local swimming pool with our MP present that I attended.
The MP promised that she would try and sort out the issues that had been raised by

the residents.

28.  After we complained to our local MP, the Council finally took out my old boiler and
reinstalled a new one in the kitchen. I think this was only done for those residents who

had complained but I am not sure about that.

29. My front door was also changed. The original door was much heavier and possibly

wooden.
30.  They also removed and replaced all the radiators in the flat except for the kitchen. The
radiator in the kitchen was removed but not replaced. I believe we were informed at a

meeting that the radiators in the kitchen were not going to be replaced but I cannot

recall what the explanation was as to why.
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31.  They came to every flat and changed some of the electrical fittings. This included

fitting an electric ventilator in the kitchen and fascias to the sockets.

32.  Ironically, after the refurbishment, there was a greater sense of community amongst

the residents because no one was happy with how the refurbishment had been done.

33. I had no idea that highly flammable cladding had been installed on the outside of the
building as part of the refurbishment. Nobody told me that.

Annotated plans

34.  There are three plans that have been annotated on my instructions that I wish to

exhibit:

a) BK/1 — Plan of my flat (Figure 12 extracted from page 23 of Prof Nic Daeid’s
report);

b) BK/2 — Plan of my kitchen;

c) BK/3 — Plan of the fourth floor (Figure 11 extracted from page 22 of Prof Nic
Daeid’s report).

35.  The plan of my flat (BK/1) identifies where Elsa, Almaz and I slept in my flat.

36.  The plan of my kitchen (BK/2) indicates the area covered by smoke when I looked
into the kitchen in the early hours of 14" June 2017 and where I believe various

appliances in my kitchen were located at the time:

a) A — Hotpoint fridge freezer;
b) B — Cooker;
c) C — Washing machine;

d) D — Microwave;

9) E — Kettle;

) F - Bin;

g) G — Toaster;

h) H - Small, broken, disconnected freezer;
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i) I — Elsa’s small, disconnected fridge.

37.  The location of the smoke alarm and the cupboards in the kitchen as well as the usual

location of the mop and bucket are also marked on BK/2.
38.  1should mention that I hardly ate at home. Elsa and Almaz used the kitchen more than
I did and would move things around. As such I cannot be 100% certain as to the exact

location of everything in my kitchen at the time of the fire.

39.  The plan of the fourth floor (BK/3) identifies the fourth floor neighbours who I alerted
about the fire in the early hours of 14" June 2017.

My flat and kitchen

40, At the time of the fire, there was a small freezer, a larger fridge freezer and a small
fridge in my kitchen. Only the larger fridge freezer was plugged in and turned on. The

small freezer and the small fridge were not plugged in.

41. 1 bought the small freezer approximately nine years ago. I bought it new. I think it
cost about £400 and was placed against the wall under the kitchen window. It

remained in the same position ever since.

42. It was a long time ago but I believe that I purchased the small freezer from Brent
Cross shopping centre. 1 cannot be specific about the name of the shop. The small
freezer broke down just after its one-year warranty had expired. I phoned a fridge-
repair technician from the Yellow Pages who informed me that the problem was a
faulty fuse in the freezer that was expensive to fix. He quoted a price that I could not
afford at the time. I did not wish to throw away the small freezer as I had spent a lot
of money on it and had only had it for just over a year. Therefore, as I still had a lot of
space in the kitchen, I decided to keep it. I hoped to get it repaired at some point when

I had cash to spare. I never got around to having it fixed.

43.  Over five years ago, I cannot recall exactly when, I purchased the larger fridge

freezer. I bought it new. It was a Hotpoint fridge freezer. I recall buying it at a
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shopping centre. The nearest shopping centre I would go to at that time would have
been Brent Cross but I cannot say for certain that I got it there. In my second police
interview, I said I thought I had bought the fridge freezer from Brent Cross and I
thought specifically from “John...” I think I was about to say John Lewis but after
thinking about it further, I cannot be certain about that now. I think I paid about £250
for the fridge freezer.

44.  The fridge freezer was situated against the wall adjacent to the kitchen window. The
worktop had to be cut in order to fit the fridge freezer into that space.

45.  The small fridge was Elsa’s. It was smaller than the broken freezer. Elsa brought it
with her when she moved into the flat. At the time of the fire, it was on top of the
broken, small freezer. I do not know how old it was or what make it was. I have been
shown a picture of a Russell Hobbs compact fridge (model number RHTTLF1) by my

solicitor. It looks similar.

46.  In December 2016, Elsa’s small fridge was removed from the kitchen for a party |l
I | connot recall exactly when Elsa’s fridge was put back
on top of the broken, small freezer in the kitchen but it was certainly back there by the

time of the fire.

47.  The small fridge was only used once for a few days. I cannot recall exactly when this
was but it was because the Hotpoint fridge freezer needed defrosting as it had too
much ice in it. What I did was switch off the fridge freezer at the mains so that the ice
melted and move the food from the larger fridge freezer temporarily into Elsa’s

fridge.

48.  Other than this one occasion when it needed de-frosting, the Hotpoint fridge freezer
never caused me any problems. I never had to get it repaired by anybody else. I never
repaired or tried to repair it myself. Any suggestion that the fridge freezer had been

tampered with or subjected to an unauthorised DIY repair is nonsense.

49, 1 have been asked to address a number of other matters about my flat and, in

particular, my kitchen in this statement. They are as follows:

Behailu Kebede 8

IWS00000490_0008



a) There were two smoke alarms in the flat, one in the middle of the kitchen and
one in the hallway, two to three feet from the front door. Both were on the
ceiling. Prior to the night of the fire, I do not believe that these two smoke
alarms had ever gone off, [ had no previous problems with either smoke alarm.

b) I did not hear the smoke alarm in the hallway go off before I left my flat in the
early hours of 14™ June 2017.

c) The Hotpoint fridge freezer was an arm’s length from the kitchen window.

d) I did not keep anything on the windowsill in the kitchen.

€) The kitchen window did not have any curtains or blinds.

f) Other than the mop and bucket, I do not remember anything else being kept in
the area between the Hotpoint fridge freezer and the kitchen window.

g) There was an electrical hotplate in the kitchen called a “M’tad”. It is used to
make traditional Ethiopian bread called “Injera”. It was more than eight years
old. I cannot remember when it was last used but I do know that it had not
been used since 2015. As far as I am aware, my partner was the last person to
use it. It was not plugged in. I had never had any problems with it.

h) The “M’tad” electrical hotplate was usually kept next to the microwave by the
boiler or on top of the cupboard above the sink. I do not know where it was at

the time of the fire.

i) I did not use any extension leads in the kitchen.

i) At the time of the fire, the broken freezer was in the same position as in photos
BEK/7 and BEK/9 that are exhibited to my police statement dated 5™ April
2018.

k) The broken freezer was just a few inches from the kitchen window.

1) There appear to be some metal poles in the comner near the Hotpoint fridge

freezer and the window in the Bureau Veritas photos of the bumed out
kitchen. I am not sure what these are.

m) None of us smoked or used candles or used incense in the flat.

My partner
50.  Before I talk about my partner, I want to make it clear that I am not prepared to name

her or any other relatives or friends in this statement. The reason is that after the
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Grenfell Tower fire, several members of the press harassed my partner and me. Old
photos of me from Facebook appeared in a number of national newspapers,
completely out of context, as if I were enjoying myself after the fire. One article in the

Daily Mail, in particular, made me so upset, angry and frightened, as it appeared to

suggest that I was to blame for the fire. More about this later.

5%

52. My current partner and I have a strong, loving relationship. I met her through mutual

friends. We have two children, ||| NG

53. At the time of the fire, my partner and children lived in their own home in Shepherd’s
Bush. We were all planning on settling down together in my flat at Grenfell Tower,

once I had bought it from the Council under the “Right to Buy” scheme.

54.  The fire changed everything. Soon after, my partner and our children had to vacate
their home when journalists turned up at the front door and my partner felt unsafe.

Since then we have all lived together in various hotels.

13" June 2017

55.  Prior to Ramadan in June 2017, I had various jobs. I was working as a minicab driver
for a firm in Fulham. I was also working as a driver on a construction site. During
Ramadan, I also started driving for Uber as many Muslim minicab drivers were not
working, there was more work for me and I could earn more money. I liked working
for Uber and began accepting more and more calls from them. As an Uber driver, you

are self-employed with the company paying you on a weekly basis.

56. I was trying to earn as much as I could in order to pay the deposit for my flat at

Grenfell Tower.
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57.  On 13" June 2017, I believe I woke up quite late. I would have taken a shower and
washed out the hair oil that I had put in my hair before going to bed the previous

night. That was my normal routine.

58. 1 do not remember whether or not I went into the kitchen that day. The sliding doors
that separate the living room from the kitchen are generally closed as these doors give

those who are in the kitchen and in the living room a degree of privacy.

59. My clothes were kept in a storage cupboard that was situated near the front door of
the flat.

60. I am not 100% sure what I did that day. I think I went to Swan, a shop in Shepherds
Bush that sells Ethiopian food, ran into a friend there and chatted to him. I think I
went to Westfield shopping centre and bought some hair oil from Superdrug. I think I
went to a Chinese restaurant on Shepherds Bush Green on the same side of the road as
Shepherds Bush tube station. I believe the restaurant is called Chop Chop. I would
usually order chicken curry and noodles. I generally do not cook at home. I would
usually take between half an hour and an hour to eat my meal. I think I went home

afterwards.

61. I then drove for Uber from about 6 to 11.15 pm that day. I was planning to start
driving again from about 6 or 7 am the next morning. At some point that evening, I
had a sandwich from Pret a Manger. Sometime after 11 pm, I parked on Sirdar Road.
I pay the council for a parking permit that allows me to park anywhere in the
Kensington and Chelsea borough. This is more cost effective than buying a separate
permit to park in Grenfell Tower. Sirdar Road is only a short distance away from
Grenfell Tower. At the time, I was driving a black Toyota Prius that I had bought

second hand from a friend’s relative.
62. 1 believe I arrived home at about 11.30 or 11.45 pm. I did not see Elsa or Almaz. I
presume they had already gone to bed. I did not see or smell anything unusual. The

sliding doors between the living room and the kitchen were closed. The kitchen door

in the hallway was also closed. I did not enter the kitchen.
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63. 1 took a shower and put some oil in my hair (as I usually do before going to sleep). I

put on a t-shirt and some boxer shorts.
64. I had two Samsung mobile phones, an S6 and an S3. One was for personal use and
one was for Uber driving. When I went to bed in the living room, the S6 was already

fully charged. The S3 needed charging and I connected it to the charger.

65.  1did not fall asleep immediately. It took me a while to drift off to sleep. I now know

that I must have been asleep for less than an hour before 1 woke up.

14™ June 2017 and the fire

66. I was awakened by an unusual beeping sound that I did not recognise at first. I do not
know what time it was. I initially thought it sounded similar to when the electric key

finished charging the electricity. But this beeping sound did not stop. It kept beeping.

67. 1 realised that it must be the smoke alarm in the kitchen because the smoke alarm in
the hallway was not beeping. I opened the door to the kitchen in the hallway. The
door handle was not hot. The handle is on the left hand side of the door, with the door
opening away from you if you are in the hallway. I looked inside for a few seconds. I
do not believe I entered the kitchen. If I did, it was no more than a step. I saw smoke.
It seemed to be coming from behind my Hotpoint fridge freezer. The smoke was
approximately two thirds of the height of the fridge freezer and had reached about
where the cooker was. The diagonal lines on BK/2 indicate the area that was covered

by smoke when I looked into the kitchen. I did not see any flames.

68.  The smoke that I saw in my kitchen was light and white in colour. I am aware that in
my first and second police interviews I described the smoke as both “light” and
“dark”. It is important to remember that I had just had the most frightening experience
of my life and was in shock. I also did not have an interpreter during these two
interviews and I clearly needed one. When I said “dark”, I did not mean dark in

colour. I meant thick.
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69.  Although I did not specifically notice whether my kitchen window was open, I believe
it was open. During the summer, the kitchen window was normally kept open all the

time.

70. I am not sure if I closed the kitchen door behind me or not. I rushed back to the living
room, grabbed my Samsung S6 mobile phone and dialed 999. I left my other mobile
phone behind. I banged on the bedroom doors for Almaz and Elsa at about the same
time as I was calling 999. I was not able to connect to 999 immediately. I had to make

several calls. I then got through to the emergency services and spoke to the operator.

71. 1 believe that I used the words “fridge side” and “it’s burning” when I spoke to the
999 operator. I was trying to explain that the smoke appeared to be coming from the
back of the fridge freezer. I was trying to stress the urgency of the matter and get the
Fire Brigade to get there quickly. I thought the smoke in my kitchen could soon be
followed by fire. I did not actually see any flames until I was downstairs and outside,

looked up and saw my kitchen on fire through the window.

72.  As 1 banged on the bedroom doors in my flat, I was shouting “Fire! Fire! Fire!” I had
to bang on the doors several times. I then ran out of my flat barefoot, wearing only my
boxer shorts and t-shirt. I banged on the front doors of all the five other flats on the
fourth floor.

73. I do not know the names of all my neighbours but I am sure that I knocked on the
front door of all the five other flats on my floor. I spoke to a woman. I think her name
is Maria or Maryan. I shouted “Fire! Fire! Fire!” I spoke to a Somali male neighbor.
He was sleeping heavily and did not come to the door immediately so I continued

',’

banging on his door. When he answered, I simply shouted “Fire! Fire! Fire!” I also
woke up a Sudanese woman and her husband, a young couple and an English man. I
alerted all my neighbours on the fourth floor, shouting the same thing to all of them.

Most of them understood the urgency and some began screaming.

74.  After informing everybody on the fourth floor, I returned to my living room and
grabbed a pair of trousers as all I was wearing at the time was a pair of boxer shorts

and a t-shirt. I switched off the main red electricity switch in the hallway of my flat
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because I thought the problem might have been electrical. I put on my trousers as I

left my flat for the very last time.

75. 1 cannot be absolutely sure as to the exact sequence of what I was doing after I heard
the smoke alarm as it was all happening so fast, I was in a state of shock and I was
doing multiple things at the same time. But I ended up leaving my flat without any
personal possessions. All I had on me were the clothes I was wearing and my
Samsung S6 mobile phone with which I was calling 999. I left without my shoes, my

wallet, my second mobile phone, my flat keys or my car keys.

76.  When I left my flat, the smoke had not yet spread beyond my kitchen. I did not see
any smoke in my living room or in the hallway inside my flat or in the communal area

on the fourth floor.

77. 1 must have shut the front door as I have been told that the Fire Brigade had to force
my door in and I believe that I was the last one to leave the fourth floor. I remember

passing Almaz whilst I was coming down the stairs. She had a suitcase with her.

78.  Iunderstand that you can hear me during my 999 call speaking in Amharic and saying
something like “What made you come out right now? Why you’re out? Grab it and
leave. Just hold it and go out. What kind of person are you?” I was talking to Almaz. I
said this because at the time I could not understand what she was doing. Looking back
now and being fair to her, she had only arrived a few months earlier and probably just

grabbed her unpacked suitcase as she left the flat.

19 When I got downstairs and went outside, I stood by the front door as my main
concern and focus were on anticipating the Fire Brigade’s arrival. I was unaware who
may have been around me at that point. I did go back into the entrance area whilst
waiting for the Fire Brigade to arrive. I instinctively wanted to go back upstairs and
alert and awaken more people. Unfortunately, I had left my flat keys inside my flat

and was therefore unable to return inside.
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80. At one point, I received a call from the 999 operator and was asked what I had wanted
when I had called the emergency services. I told them that the Fire Brigade had
already arrived by then.

81.  Whilst I was standing outside, I took photos and videos on my mobile phone. The

police later took copies of all of this.

82.  The Fire Brigade arrived quite quickly. They appeared relaxed and confident at first
that they could put the fire out. I was asked on which floor the fire was. I told them it
was on the fourth floor and told them that it was behind the fridge. Someone made a
note of this. One fire fighter went into the Tower pulling the water hose inside. Others
followed him. Another fire fighter stayed with me for a short while, asking me more

questions regarding the flat number and where fire was located in the flat.

83, All T can remember saying to everyone that I met outside was that I had called the
Fire Brigade when I saw smoke in my kitchen. I did not say anything about my fridge

exploding. In fact, I never saw or heard my fridge explode.

84, When I was standing outside, I saw the fire getting bigger and out of control. I saw
the fire climb up the East side of the building from near my kitchen window on the

fourth floor right to the top.

85.  1phoned one of my friends. Initially, he did not believe what I was telling him about
the fire. I sent him a photo or video via Viber. After seeing this, he came to the Tower

straight away.

86.  When my friend saw me wearing just trousers, a t-shirt and no shoes, he said that I
needed to get changed. He offered to take me to my partner’s home by car. When we
left, the fire was burning intensely. I am not sure of the time. I could see people on the
higher floors waving their hands. At that point, there was already a heavy crowd and

police presence at the base of the Tower.

Behailu Kebede 15

IWS00000490_0015



87.  Itried phoning my partner but she did not answer. I went with my friend to her home.
The drive is quite quick normally but because of the crowded streets around the

Tower, it took approximately half an hour to get there.

88. My partner lived in a ground floor flat. When we arrived there, I knocked on the
window and she opened the door. She was shocked when she saw the state of me and
after I told her what had happened. I put on some shoes and a jumper and told her that
I felt I had to go back to Grenfell Tower as I had so many friends who lived there.
Although she was upset, she understood.

89.  When we returned by car, it was impossible to go back the way we had come and so
we parked in Ladbroke Grove and walked back to the Tower on foot. I cannot
remember exactly what time we returned. When we got there, the whole Tower was
engulfed by an inferno, on all four sides. The entire fagade of the building was on fire.
It was terrifying. It was much worse than before. From a distance, I could see people
on the higher floors waving their hands. There were a greater number of firefighters
and ambulances outside than before. The police officers were asking us to move away

from the scene, more than 100 metres away.
90. Isaw many of my neighbours and friends outside the burning building.

91.  Rugby Portobello and a pub near Latimer Road tube station were opened for Grenfell
residents who had managed to get out of the Tower. There was a lot of commotion as
people were looking for each other. I was still with my friend. I remember going back
and forth between the Tower, Rugby Portobello and the pub, looking for people I

knew who lived in the Tower.

Police Interviews

92. At some point that night, I had a phone call from the police and they asked me if I
could come to Notting Hill police station. When I asked why, they said that because I

was the one who had called 999 regarding the fire, they needed to interview me.
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93. I walked towards Notting Hill police station. _

95. My brother met me at the police station.

94,

I felt under immense pressure

because of what had happened. I was extremely upset, nervous and shocked.

1 was not in the best frame of mind.

96.  Finally, I was escorted inside the police station. My brother was told to wait for me in

the reception area. I was told that the interview would be recorded, both on audio and

video. I was interviewed by two police officers. _

97.  Although I have lived in the UK for many years, I would describe my spoken English
as basic. I am definitely not fluent in English. I have been shown transcripts of my
first and second interviews. I could understand some of the questions that I was asked
but there were others that I do not think I understood fully or at all. I would clearly

have benefited from having an interpreter in Amharic, my native language, to assist

me.
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99, After my first interview,
They also took my mobile phone
and downloaded everything on it. It was returned to me after a subsequent interview. I
do not have any other photos or videos of my flat or kitchen before the fire other than

the ones taken by the police.

100. I was also told that there would be another interview in a few hours time. Whilst
waiting for someone from the London Fire Brigade to arrive, I was offered and had a
doughnut. That was the first food I had eaten since the Pret a Manger sandwich. I
cannot recall if [ had anything to drink.

101. During my second interview, there were two police officers present and a
representative from the London Fire Brigade. There was still no Ambaric interpreter.
The questions I was asked were more or less similar to the questions I had been asked

previously. I felt under considerable pressure. I was also extremely tired by then

102. 1 can see from the transcripts of my first and second interviews that they both took
place on 14™ June 2017. The first one was from 9.52 to 10.16 am. The second one was

from 12.41 to 1.03 pm.

103. From the material I have been shown, I woke up at approximately 12.55 am on 14®
June 2017 when the smoke alarm in my kitchen went off. I had slept for less than an
hour that night, having worked until late the previous evening. I then had the most
shocking, frightening and traumatic experience of my life. Some nine hours later, not
having slept any further or having eaten or drunk anything since waking up, I had my

first interview.

104.  After my second interview, I waited in another room for some time. The police then
told me that I would be put up overnight in some kind of hostel in Cricklewood. I did

not want to go there but I was too scared to say no.

105. Whilst at Notting Hill police station, no doctor or other health care professional came

to see me.
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106.

107.

108.

109.

110.

111.  On 16" June 2017, the police asked me to attend Kensington police station for another
interview. This time I did have an Amharic interpreter. A doctor saw me beforehand. I
remember something about my blood pressure being high. This was just before the

interview. This was the first doctor I had seen since the fire.
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112. This third interview lasted for over an hour and a half, from 9.50 to 11.37 am. After
the interview was finished, the police produced a statement of what I had said during

the interview.

113. Since then, I have been approached by the police on a number of occasions and asked
further questions. I have answered all their questions. I have been told that there are a
number of statements containing my answers to these further questions. I can confirm
that one of the officers who has liaised with me regularly since the third interview has

been very supportive of me. Her name is DC Eleanor Nightingale.

114. I did not have any contact with any medical or mental health services in the first few
days after the fire other than the doctor at the police station on 16" June 2017. After I
had barely slept for almost five days, my brothers took me to-hospital in
north Kensington. A doctor and a psychiatrist saw me there. My blood pressure was
raised significantly. I was also diagnosed with insomnia. I still felt in a state of shock

and was feeling physically numb, particularly in my feet and hands. I was taken by

ambulance to hospital in Paddington because there were trauma specialists

there to treat me.

Media intrusion

115. One morning, a female journalist turned up at my partner’s flat but we did not answer
the door. After she left, one of my brothers followed her and asked her who she was
and what she wanted. She said she was a journalist and asked my brother if he knew
me. She gave him a business card and asked me to call her anytime. I never called her.

I later gave the card to DC Nightingale.

116. A male journalist turned up the same afternoon. Again we did not answer the door. I
assumed he was a journalist because at that time I was receiving lots of phone calls
and text messages from journalists. I answered one call. It was from the Daily Mail. 1
indicated that I was busy and could not talk right now. I think this was quoted in an

article.
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117.  Other journalists have contacted me and offered me large sums of money to provide
them with stories. I did not respond to any of these journalists. I did not understand
how journalists who I did not know were able to find me and, even more worryingly,
find my partner. They were even contacting my Facebook friends and offering them
cash to facilitate a meeting with me. I think this was totally inappropriate. I wish the

journalists had left me alone.

118. I phoned DC Nightingale as I was becoming extremely concerned about the amount
of media intrusion 1 was receiving. Journalists were using material about me that they
found on Facebook and presenting a completely distorted picture about me, as if I was
on holiday and enjoying myself immediately after the fire. I was so upset by the
newspaper articles I saw. [ was being portrayed like a criminal who was to blame for

the fire.

119. DC Nightingale attended my partner’s home and took me to Shepherds Bush police
station. I met a number of officers there. They offered to take me to an unknown
address outside London for my own protection. They wanted to put me into witness
protection because they were concerned about reports in the press that showed me in a
negative light, reports suggesting that I was to blame for the fire. It was even
suggested to me that I might need to change my name and not have any contact with

my family. I felt under enormous pressure again.

120. My family was not happy about me being taken out of the area.
I told the police

that I did not want to take part in any form of witness protection. Finally, they agreed

to let me stay in a different part of London.

121.  As aresult of the media intrusion, my partner and children were forced to move out of

their home. The four of us have been living together in various hotels ever since.

122. Ilost everything in the fire. I thought people were following me. I thought the media

wete ater me | - <surtisd incvery
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waking breath. Even some people who I thought were my friends harassed me to sell

my story to the press.

Aftermath

123. Since the Grenfell Tower fire, my life has been a complete mess. For much of the
time, I just wanted to be left alone. I had gone through a terrible ordeal that was
affecting me mentally and physically. I wanted to meet the families of the bereaved
but I did not have the courage to do so. I wanted to pay my respects to the deceased
but felt unable to go out on my own. I believed that they were people out there who
wanted to hurt my family and me. This was a very difficult time for me. I did not want
to live under witness protection but I still took the threat posed to me seriously. I
genuinely feared for my life based on the information that the police gave me at that

time.

124. 1 had lived in Grenfell Tower for some 25 years. I had so many friends in the block
and the surrounding area. I thought I would be offered support as this country is my

home and it is natural to rely on people you know really well.

125. 1 knew so many of those who died in the fire at Grenfell Tower. I re-live the horrific
memories of that night-all the time. I have not been able to sleep properly, thinking
about those who died and seeing their faces when I close my eyes. Just talking about it
is painful. I wish I could have banged on more doors and woken up more people. I am
haunted by my failure to pick up my flat keys when I left and my inability as a result
to get back into the building and warn more people. I feel broken inside. I am not the

same man I used to be.

126. I am still in fear, looking over my shoulder all the time. I do not feel comfortable in

the presence of groups of four or more. I feel scared, as if I want to cry all the time.

Sometimes I cannot even express myself and struggle to speak.

127.
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I am
trying to co-operate with the Inquiry as best as I can. I am trying to provide as much
information as possible in this statement so that any questions that anybody may have

of me are answered in full. I hope my privacy will now be respected.

128. Since the fire, I have seen two doctors, Dr R. R- every week and Dr A-
O’H- every month. I started my treatment in June last year. Initially, I felt
unsettled before meeting the doctors and very anxious about what to say to them. But
they supported me greatly and advised me about how to relieve my stress and anxiety
and how to deal with the nightmares from which I still suffer. I took medication for
my insomnia and depression for a number of months after the fire. Giving instructions
to my lawyers during the last few weeks has triggered many flashbacks and I am

unfortunately taking medication for insomnia and depression again. I am so grateful to
Dr R-, Dr O’H-and the NHS for all their help and support.

129. I have not been able to discuss how I really feel with anyone other than my doctors

and more recently my lawyers. I do not feel able to discuss this with anyone else.

130. I do not know what the future holds in store for me. I know I am in a bad place now. 1
would like to give a positive answer but I find it very difficult to do so at the moment.
May be if the Inquiry identifies those who are really responsible for the fire and the

deaths of so many people, may be then I will be able to have a better future.

131. Before the fire, I was feeling very hopeful. I was eligible under the “Right to Buy”
scheme and was in the process of purchasing my flat at Grenfell Tower from the
Council. I had been offered a mortgage and was hoping for it all to be finalised by
August 2017. However, that dream died with the fire. I cannot see a future for myself

right now.
132. Even though my family and friends keep telling me that I am not responsible for the

fire and I know they are right, I cannot help but blame myself. Sometimes I wish I had

burned in the Tower with the others. I have been burning inside ever since.
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I believe that the contents of this statement are true.

I confirm that I am willing for this statement to form part of the evidence before the

Grenfell Tower Inquiry and be published on the Inquiry’s website.

I confirm that this statement has been taken with the assistance of Ephrem Ergeti, an

Ambharic interpreter.

SIGNED:

DATED: 0//06/20/-5
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